The Council of Ministers passes the “Press and Publications” Draft Law on to the Ministers for
assessment and review
Ramallah -

The Cabinet referred the draft law of “Press and Publications” to the ministers for “review and remarks” so
the draft law will pass through the legal reading process in preparation for submission to the Council of
Ministers in its pre-final stage before enacted by President Abbas" according to a statement issued by the
Cabinet meeting on Tuesday.

Nael al-Qaryoti, legal adviser to the Council of Ministers, said that the draft law will be examined so to
ensure it’s aligned with the Palestinian Basic Law and other related laws as well as conformed to signed
treaties, that means going through the ratification procedures. He added "the Press and Publications draft
law is considered a priority for the government; it will be carefully reviewed in three legal readings, once
completed, the draft law will be transmitted to the Council of Ministers and finally relayed to President
Abbas for ratification.

Deputy Minister of Information Mahmoud Khalifa said: featuring the Press and Publications draft law on
the Cabinet meeting agenda of Tuesday demonstrates the government's willingness to develop media
legislations and hence secure high level of media freedoms.

Ruba Abu Roqtti, Project Director in Internews who’s managing project: Strengthening Freedom Of
Expression in the oPts, funded by the British Consulate General in Jerusalem, said that during a series of
workshops over the past eight months, a draft law aligned with international treaties and conventions, and
responsive to state-of-the-art technologies will perfectly serve freedom of expression in Palestine.”

The draft law has been subject for intensive review throughout series of workshops organized and led by
“Internews” International media development agency, in cooperation with the Ministry of Information and
a list of national and local entities, assembled within a “legal working group” created for this purpose.
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